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Jjx the claims; 

All of the claims standing for examination are reproduced below. Claims 1, 3, 6 ? 
8 and 13 are amended in this response, claims 2 and 7 are cancelled. 

1. (currently amended) A system for replacing data services of a server-node 
connected to a client-node with data services available from an alternate server- 
node operating on a data-packet-network comprising; 

a first server-node; 

a client node coupled by data link to the first server-node; 
an alternate second server-node connected to the network and accessible to 
the client node; and 

a software module; 

characterized in that the software module monitors one or more quality-of- 
service (QoS) statistical v alues from the first and second server nodes, compares 
actual OoS values with estimated values, and switches communication for the 
client node between the server nodes accordingl y based on the comparison of the 
values . 

2. (canceled) 

3. (currently amended) The system of claim 1 wherein the data services comprise 
streaming multimedia media content. 

4« The system of claim 3 wherein the software module resides at the client 
location. 
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5. The system of claim 4 wherein the software module operates 
transparently to a user operating the client node. 

6. A software module for enabling selective replacement of data services of a ffcgt 
server-node connected to a client-node with data services available from an 
alternate server-node operating on a data-packet-network comprising; 

a data input function for receiving qualitv-of-service (Oo S^ statistical data 
from e xternal soure ea the first and alternate server-nodes ; 

an analytical function for compiling the r eceived data and producing a 
result based on data ^comparison of the OoS data from the first ser ver-node with 
that of the alternate server-node: and, 

a command function for effecting a client-server connection switch based 
on results of the comparison . 

7> (canceled) 

8. (currently amended) The module of claim 7 6 wherein the software m odule 
resides at the client location, 

9. The module of claim 8 wherein the module operates transparently to a user 
operating the client node. 

10. The module of claim 9 wherein the processed performance data is compared 
against a pre-set threshold value. 

1 1 . The module of claim 1 0 wherein the collected performance data is 
equated to a point system and values are assigned to compiled sets of data. 
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12. The module of claim 1 1 wherein an option to switch client-server connection 
from one server node to an alternate server node is presented to a user operating at 
the client location. 

13. A method for replacing data services of a firstserver-node connected to a 
client-node with data services available from an alternate server-node operating 
on a data-packet-network comprising; 

(a) mrmitrirtng pgrfnrmnnm nhnmotflrintiofi qualitV-of service fOoS) 
statistical data o f the first server-node connected to the client node, and the 
performance charactoriatioo OoS statistical data of the network path between the 
first server-node and the client-node; 

(b) establishing a temporary client-server connection between the 
client-node and m th^alternate server-node; 

(c) recording porformnnc e ohnraot e ristic s the OoS statistical data of the 
alternate server-node, and the performance charact e rs to OoS statistical data o f 
the network path between the alternate server-node and the client-node; 

(d) comparing the total value of performance oharaoteristica the_QoS 
statistical data o f the server-node with the estimated value of availabl e 
performanc e charact e ristics OoS statistical data o f the alternate server-node; and 

(e) initiating a client-to-server connection switch based on the results of 
the comparison. 

14. The method of claim 1 3 wherein in step (a), monitored results are 
continuously compared against a pre-set threshold value for determination of 
whether to proceed to step (b). 
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15. The method of claim 13 wherein in step (e), initiation of the client-to server 
connection switch is user directed from the client location. 



PAGE 6/14 * RCVD AT 7/28/2004 5:46:28 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/5 * DN!S:8729306 * CSID:8317263475 * DURATION (mm-ss):04-04 



